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Questioner Responder
Speaker O'Brien, Ted, MP Question No.

Mr TED O'BRIEN (Fairfax) (11:04): Listening to the three Labor speakers to this motion, the members for
Shortland, Moreton and Herbert—seriously, it is like hearing three green pixies dancing at the bottom of the
garden, praising the god of a 50 per cent renewable target, on behalf of the Queensland Labor government. That
target is completely unrealistic. Renewables currently stand at around five per cent. They want them to reach 50
per cent. This is economic lunacy, it is morally reprehensible and in fact it is also environmentally irresponsible.

I cannot believe that the member for Herbert, who is dealing with an unemployment rate of 11.3 per cent and
a youth unemployment rate which is almost twice that, can decide that she is not going to support initiatives to
create jobs. What representative of this House would actually deny his or her own constituents an opportunity
to create jobs? It is economic lunacy on the part of the Labor Party. Here we have an opportunity—through the
creation not just of a new coal-fired power station but also, indeed, of the Adani mine—for the Galilee Basin
and the broader area to create over 15,000 jobs, and what does the member for Herbert say? 'We don't want any
jobs. Jobs aren't important to us.'

We also heard the member for Shortland saying that there is no longer a viable business case for coal—that
renewables are taking over—'So let's just forget about coal. Australia, close the doors; it is all over. Let's go
renewables.'

Mr Bandt: Hear, hear!

Mr TED O'BRIEN: We have a 'Hear, hear!' from the Green across the carpet here; if indeed he thinks that is
worthy of a 'Hear, hear!' it again shows the absolute economic illiteracy of the Greens and Labor. Even if they
are right, who in their right mind says to themselves: 'You know what? We've got heaps of this product. In 30
years time that product may not be worth much. We're not going to sell any more'? In actual fact, now is the
time to start to leverage your core competency. Australia has deep expertise, core competency, in these fuels, in
coal, and there is high demand internationally. For the Greens and Labor to suggest for a moment that Australia
should not be exporting and should not be leveraging its core capability—

Mr Bandt interjecting—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER  ( Mr Rob Mitchell ): The member for Melbourne: enough!

Mr TED O'BRIEN: is nothing but a pathway to economically crippling this state and this country.

As a Queenslander, let me be very clear: I will not tolerate hearing—it does not matter whether from the Greens,
Labor, GetUp! or a political activist—proposals which undermine our economic competence as a country. I will
not support ideas that strip jobs from Queenslanders and that fundamentally undermine our sovereignty as a
country.

We are creating a sovereign risk. What sort of message do we give to the rest of the world as importers of capital
when we say no to major investment projects? But the Greens and Labor are happy with that because they do
not care about jobs. They do not care about economic certainty. They do not care about our businesses being
competent.

What they will say is: 'Oh, but we've got to look after the environment.' But if indeed they cared about the
environment, they would be supporting the idea of a new coal-fired power station, one that is highly efficient
and has low emissions. These are the sorts of ideas they should be looking at.

For the Labor Party to be rejecting the idea of a new coal-fired power station and the Adani project actually is
irresponsible from an environmental point of view. Forget the garbage about the Reef—I mean, this is a mine that
would be 300 kilometres inland, with over 300 conditions already placed on it. The only option, particularly for
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those overseas, who will be using coal, is to use dirtier coal. Do you think dirtier coal is better for the environment
than cleaner coal from Australia? No. Do you believe that a new-technology coal-fired power station that delivers
lower emissions is a good thing for the environment? Absolutely it is.

The Labor Party have joined the Greens, GetUp! and the political activists. They are undermining the state of
Queensland and undermining our country. (Time expired)


